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Newsletter Spring Term 2 – March 2023Wow, I can’t believe another half term is coming to a close, this one really has gone quickly! This half term has presented us with several opportunities to be able to meet with Parents, Carers and members of the local community. Thank you to everyone that attended the Coffee Mornings at Rising Brook Fire Station on the 28th of February and the 28th of March. It was lovely to be able to chat to so many different Parents and Carers about how much their children are thriving at Heather Field School. Just a reminder that the next coffee morning is at Rising Brook Community Fire Station (Hesketh Road, Rising Brook, Stafford ST17 9NF) on the 25th April 9.15am-11.00am. I look forward to welcoming as many Parents and Carers as possible, so that we can continue growing these events.
I would also like to thank everyone who supported us for our Comic Relief Bake Sale on the 17th March. It was again very well attended by Parent, Carers and our local neighbours, which helped to make it a hugely successful event, where we managed to raise £354.32 for a fantastic cause. 
On Thursday 23rd March it was brilliant to be able to welcome two local Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) into school. Our students really enjoyed learning about the role of a PCSO during an assembly and then exploring the interesting features of a police car on the school playground. I can still hear the siren now! 
At Heather Field School a priority will always be maintaining and developing community links so that we make a positive contribution to our local area. If anyone knows of any forthcoming local projects or events that we could get involved in, please contact me on 01785 550940.
Best wishes
Richard Leech, Head of School
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Happy Easter!

We look forward to seeing you back in school on Wednesday 19th April 2023  
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Class Blithe have engaged well in science this term. KS3 have been studying simple circuits. They have particularly enjoyed creating a parallel circuit using everyday materials and using the circuit boards. The pupils enjoyed the circuit boards so much that they even requested to use them as part of their reward activity!  
KS4 pupils have completed various experiments in science, focusing on reactive metals. Joshua, Oliver and Tamzin predicted and evaluated a rust experiment where they wrapped various materials around iron, which were then left in water. The pupils showed a great understanding of acid and alkali, where they learnt how to test pH levels. 
Class Blithe also enjoyed celebrating science week this term where they took part in building paper structures and testing whose was the strongest. Bailey’s structure was the strongest – well done, Bailey!
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Class Churnet have really enjoyed PE this half term. They have been working on improving their skills in table tennis and tennis where they have enjoyed some time developing their skills at Walton Tennis Club. They have learnt to perform both forehand and backhand shots in both sports and focused on being able to hit a consistent rally with a partner and work on their accuracy by hitting target zones. Adam gleefully exclaimed, ‘Yes I did it! Did you see that shot?!’ when he successfully hit the tennis ball over the net into the correct area. All students have made amazing progress in both the development of their skills and their understanding of the rules of the game, well done Class Churnet! 
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Class Dane
Class Dane have enjoyed PSHE this half term. They began studying debating and voting. They discussed and created their own set of rules to follow while having a debate. They chose the subject of the debate, which was to choose a new game for in the class to use during their reward times. They boys then conducted a vote to decide on the new game, they used their voting slips, polling booth and ballot box well when completing their voting. Well done, Class Dane. 
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Class Dove
Class Dove KS2 have enjoyed french this half term. The children have learnt all the names of different parts of the body. Mckenzie said, “J’ac les cheveut courts etles yeux” ( I have short hair and blue eyes). They have also learnt how to describe themselves and had great fun creating a french “Most Wanted” poster.
. 
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Class Dove
Class Dove KS3 have enjoyed their topic lessons this half term. For DT they explored different materials and their uses. They looked at various timber products and their properties and then visited a DIY store to find as many different types of wood, both natural and manufactured, along with identifying their uses. Bailey was quick to find the MDF. They then moved on to plastics and metals. The class sorted everyday items into plastics and metals and then chose suitable materials that they could be made from. Kieron explained why titanium was used to make airplanes. Finally, in art the class investigated self-portraits and collages. They gathered information on their likes and dislikes and produced a self-portrait in collage form, which Shayla really enjoyed.
. 
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Class Manifold have enjoyed ICT this half term. They began studying about coding, in particular, Morse Code and Semaphore. Ronnie said, “Coding was used in lots of events of history”. They then went on to learn about how password security and safety on the web. Anavara and Izzy were able to work as a team to identify ways that technology us used to communicate. 


















Class Penk
Class Penk have had a super busy half term in topic.  KS1 have been busy exploring shadow puppets as part of their topic “The Carnival of Animals.”  The children were able to develop their own puppets using a variety of materials before creating their own performance.  Tyler said “Come on Harry it’s your turn now, be the roar!” showing fantastic collaboration and social skills.
In KS2 the children have been exploring different places around the world and making comparisons between the different cultures and landscapes.  A firm favourite of all the children was our Africa day.  They were able to taste traditional African foods, create African masks and a Maasai necklace.  Joel said “Wow I can see a lion, are their real lions in Africa?”  whilst experiencing an African safari using the VR’s.  
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Class Severn have had a great half term in social skills. They began the term by looking at their own personal hygiene and how it can be improved. From this they were able to go and buy themselves a product to try. Each pupil wrote a fabulous review a week after trying the product. Louie said, “My teeth have become whiter since using the whitening toothpaste.” They then went on to discussing whom they could go to if they have a problem, for example, a doctor, sexual health clinic or dentist.
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Class Sow
Class Sow have enjoyed RE this half term. KS2 began studying religious spring festivals and a highlight was when Ella said “I enjoyed learning about the bible stories”. They then went on to learn about religious symbols and exploring what the meaning behind them might be. They enjoyed thinking about what they might give up for Lent. KS3 explored wealth and charity, a highlight of which was when the class sorted items from the class games box and donated them to a charity shop to experience the meaning of charity. A notable achievement was when Ronnie and Vincent spoke to the charity worker about the trust. 
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Class Stour
In maths this half term, Class Stour have been working hard to recognise numbers on a number line. Florence particularly enjoyed the practical element of this; creating number lines with a variety of items including pegs and post-it notes. They have then used their number lines to find one more and two more than a number. Adar commented ‘I can add 4 more using the number line!’ Class Stour even extended their learning further by trying to use their number lines to solve word problems and subtract numbers! Aarav was super excited this half term when he won Mathematician of the Week for his fantastic engagement with his maths lessons! 
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Class Trent
Class Trent have had lots of fun in music this half term. Students began by exploring their favourite film tracks and the stories that they tell. After listening to two contrasting tracks, they created a picture response to each, showing through their drawings, the feelings that the music themes inspire. George commented, “I’ve used sharp edges here because the music feels really angry but then it suddenly becomes soft and quiet so I’ve drawn waves.” Following on from this, students went on to learn the notes on a xylophone, which they used to create their own musical story.
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Class Waldron
Class Waldron have enjoyed English this half term. They began celebrating reading by discussing their favourites stories and enjoyed composing a letter to a character from their chosen book. Logan chose Paddington and thanked him for marmalade sandwiches! Next, they studied the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, and enjoyed taking part in a range of sensory activities, as well as using their descriptive skills to describe a range of scenes from the book! Kian said “The bear’s cave would be dark, cold and scary!” We have finished the term studying the story ‘The Tiger Who Came for Tea’. We have all loved engaging into discussion around how each character might be feeling, what they could be thinking and how we would feel if we were in the same situation! Some of the children have been able to re-tell the story from Sophie’s point and view, and enjoyed imagining and describing the story with an animal of their choosing to replace the tiger! Tyler chose a dog and described his dog as happy, brown and fluffy! We have enjoyed creating our very own tea party for the tiger to come to! We have all loved writing out own invitations to post to the tiger, writing a shopping list and finally throwing our magnificent tea party!
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