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Newsletter May 2025

This short half term has been filled with lots of exciting and fun learning opportunities for our students. These have included celebrating VE Day and World Environmental Day to name a few! 
I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of some changes to the Senior Leadership Team for the remaining part of this academic year. We are pleased to welcome back Jennifer Newton, who will be returning from maternity leave to continue her role as Deputy Head Teacher. Unfortunately the return of Jennifer means that we will be saying goodbye to Matthew Lawrence, who has done a fantastic job at the school since September. I would like to wish Matthew all the best with his new role at our sister school, Cherry Tree. 
The main highlight of this term has to be our National Award! On Thursday 15th May, I had the honour of attending the National Educational Resources awards in Birmingham. Heather Field had been nominated for Educational Establishment of the Year. Hundreds of schools were nominated and then it was taken to 8 finalists who were invited to attend the awards. It gives me great pleasure to tell you all that we won the award! It is a monumental achievement for the school. I wish that all of our staff, pupils and parents/carers/relatives at the school could have been there! This award is down to all of your support, dedication and commitment towards the shared vision of the school. You are all amazing and that is the reason why Heather Field is a special place, where pupils thrive and we are now being recognised on a national level!
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents and carers that pupils return to school on Monday 2nd June. I hope you all enjoy the half term holiday!Diversity Days and Key events:

June 2025
8th Ocean Day
15th King’s Birthday

July 2025
8th Summer Fayre
11th Summer Concert
14th Disability Awareness Day


Richard Leech (Head of School)
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Class Sow
Class Sow have enjoyed English this half term. KS1 pupils have been listening to a range of wild animal stories by different authors. E said, “I love the picture of the rainforest, it is really colourful!” They began by comparing the texts and identifying vocabulary including nouns, adjectives and prepositions. Following this, pupils wrote their own letter to an animal and worked hard to extend their sentences. Pupils enjoyed sharing their ideas with the class and sharing their final pieces of work. KS2 pupils have been learning about Harry Potter. They began by finding out some interesting facts about J K Rowling and reading about the studio tour in London. Following this, pupils imagined that they had visited the museum and created a written report to share their findings. Pupils were able to discuss the things they liked and things they would like to improve. M said, “I love Harry Potter, I really want to go on the studio tour now, but I hope I don’t have to queue for hours!”






Class Tern
[image: ]  This term, Class Tern’s topic is ‘We are Britain’. The pupils have been considering what it means to be British, looking at British Values and exploring the diversity we have where we live. The pupils have begun this half term by mixing different paints to create a colour close to their skin tone. They were only able to use primary colours so found this a daunting task but each of them were successful. The pupils then created their own self portraits, considering features that make them both similar and different to their peers. Finally, we ended the term by designing and then making our own shields. The pupils adored this task and R said, “I am now ready for battle!”
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                                                 Class Penk
This half term, Class Penk have had lots of fun learning about William Morris and have been exploring his distinctive design style. Pupils have been able to identify Morris’ style influences and use his technique of mathematical pattern and symmetry to create their own designs.  To finish off the half term, Pupils have enjoyed designing, creating and using a block print technique in the style of Morris to create their own wallpaper! All the children had lots of fun building up their block print and even more fun printing their designs! S said “she loved it and wanted to do it at home!” J said, “This is the best day ever”.






Class Waldron
KS2 pupils in class Waldron have been learning about compasses and maps in their geography lessons this half term. They had lots of fun directing each other around the school, developing their confidence using key terms such as ‘north’ and ‘south’. They also worked hard when creating maps of the classroom, which J said was like “creating a treasure map!”. 
In history, KS3 pupils have been exploring the idea of the past and the present. Pupils began their topic by looking at photographs of staff from their childhood. B loved matching the photographs to each staff member and comparing them to how staff look today. They have gone on to compare objects from the past and from the present, showing a good understanding of how to recognize things that are old and things that are new.
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Class Manifold
Class Manifold have begun the term developing a healthy, safer lifestyle including drug, alcohol and smoking awareness. Pupils have explored the positive reaction of drugs on the human body. 
Pupils visited the local pharmacy and dentist, pupils confidently asked questions about medical services and when they may need to go and how to access them. 
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KS3 Dove 
At the start of the Summer term, pupils in KS3 in Class Dove have begun to read a novel in depth for the first time. The novel is ‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness. In their lessons, pupils have read to staff, annotated their own copy of the book, and completed other tasks regarding what they have read. Examples of this are; designing their own monster, predicting the next steps of the novel, and showing knowledge and understanding of what they have already read. All of the pupils have shown enthusiasm for the book and have also shown great empathy towards a tough topic.

[image: A person sitting at a desk with a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A person and child sitting at a desk

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A person reading a book at a desk

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


[bookmark: _Hlk190163243]
Class Dove KS2
This term, some KS2 pupils have been working on developing their multiplication and division skills, learning how to group objects together to aid division, and add groups of objects together to aid multiplication. Children were able to use maths aids such as maths link cubes, numicon and number lines to visualise the sums before writing them down and working out the answer. E enjoyed using the cubes as “they’re much more fun to push together and build!”. Other pupils in the class have been focusing on their understanding of time, particularly how to convert time between digital and analogue clocks, and the difference in using 12 and 24 hour formats. R confidently shared “I can tell the time really well now”, before showing his knowledge using simple clocks.
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Class Trent
This term Class Trent has taken part in many different diversity days, which has seen them take part in activities on and off site.  For Staffordshire day they enjoyed a trip to Stone to try oatcakes from ‘Oatcakes and Milkshakes’ followed by a trip to the Staffordshire Museum. Class Trent also went to the Blue Planet Aquarium for endangered species and World Environment Day, the children found this trip very informative and spent a lot of time watching the different species of fish in the shark tunnel.  Class Trent have also taken part in St George’s day and World Art Day activities, where they created their own self portrait inspired by Picasso. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

 


 Class Dane
This half term in History, Class Dane have been studying how clothing has changed over time. Children began their topic by exploring the world of clothes and how we wear certain types of clothing, examining how materials and styles have changed over time. Students had great fun comparing fashions from past decades to current trends and were shocked at some of the outfits worn in the past by their teachers! The brightly coloured shell suit raised lots of laughs!! A highlight of the term was the ‘Make Do and Mend’ lesson where children explored the impact of the two World Wars on clothing styles and turned a pair of old trousers into shorts! Z declared “This is the coolest lesson ever!”
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Class Meese
[image: ][image: ]In KS1 Class Meese have been exploring the concept that across all stages of life we have rules. The children began by discussing the different rules that we follow in the classroom and the reason for these.  The children enjoyed a sorting activity to show understanding of how rules help to ensure we have a happy classroom.  H stated we need to be kind to our friends in Class Meese.  The children then developed their understanding of the Christian Bible and how this can be seen as a rule book for Christians to follow.  The children enjoyed listening to some of the stories from the Bible and identifying the moral of the story.
                                                              
In KS2 the children have been discussing and sharing information about their families. They enjoyed sharing some pictures and talking about their favourite things to do during family time.  The children then went on to develop their understanding of how families will celebrate special occasions together, whether it be birthdays, mealtimes or an achievement celebration.  Our favourite lesson of the term involved planning and hosting our very own birthday party, which included some traditions they are familiar with during celebrations at home.  After half term the children will then begin to develop their understanding of how different religions will have different celebrations.
[image: ]         [image: ]           [image: ]


Blithe
In class Blithe pupils have been exploring living things and their environment, in their science lessons this half term. Pupils had lots of fun creating desert and rainforest habitats, building on their knowledge from previous lessons where they identified features of a variety of habitats. They also worked hard creating a habitat for worms! Pupils were then able to monitor the creature’s preferences. J commented ‘worms like dark places and moist soil.’ I is proud of his habitat creation and commented ‘Can I take my habitat home?’ 
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Class Churnet
This term in ICT, Class Churnet have explored the topic of ‘Computing Components’. Students have enjoyed identifying the components of a computer and selecting appropriate hardware.  They explored computer peripherals and their uses and identified the most appropriate storage device to meet a wide range of users’ needs.
The class particularly enjoyed the lesson on computing components and exploring the many different parts that make up a computer.  R commented, “I didn’t realise how many different bits there are on a mother-board – the people who make them must be really clever.”  
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Class Stour
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Class Stour, KS1 have been exploring the topic ‘We are Britain!’ During their Topic sessions, they worked hard to write a letter to a staff member in school asking them to share their breakfast habits. The children used their fantastic phonics knowledge to create their letters and went to the post box to send them. Once the staff at school had received their letter, they wrote a reply explaining to the children their favourite breakfasts. They then joined Class Stour to share their favourite breakfasts which included; Weetabix, Brioche and Cheese oatcakes! The children also tried a wide range of traditional breakfast items from around the world. 



[image: ]KS2 have been exploring ‘Meet the Artist’ in their Topic sessions. To begin their Topic, they have been exploring compasses. The children had the opportunity to explore a compass and learn how to use one correctly. They then used this knowledge to label their very own compass. Finally, they have been using their compass skills to follow maps to find the treasure hidden around school! 
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Class Severn
Class Severn celebrated the 80th anniversary of VE day in May. They enjoyed researching about the end of the Second World War and key events and people that led up to the end of the war. They then enjoyed having a street party, which went down very well as there was lots of food for them to eat.
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Class Derwent
  Class Derwent have had great fun in our PSHE sessions this half term. The pupils have been working on building relationships with each other and showing an awareness of others and their wants and needs. We have done this by engaging in sharing games and utilising social stories. The children have visited the shop together taking turns for different aspects of the visit and modifying their behaviour for the new environments we explored. We have also been making new friendships with children from other classes in school, inviting some of the older children to play and learn with us. Well done Class Derwent. 
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Class Spey
  Class Spey have had great fun in English this half term. The students developed their knowledge of phonics and are showing lots of enjoyment through their phonics sessions. We have used a total communication approach to learning with the use of multimodal items such as sound buttons, widgits, Makaton and physical resources. The pupils are showing a good understanding of lots of letter sounds, blending and identifying different items. We are using these skills not only in English, but in other subjects. Alongside this, pupils in KS2 have been exploring rhyme in poetry and in KS1 have been introduced to factual books, using this knowledge to identify facts about dogs.

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]





Have a wonderful Half Term

We look forward to welcoming the pupils back in school on Monday 2nd June 2025. 
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